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I Have 30 Minutes to Teach You about 
PowerPoint & Articulate Suite… 
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I’m Going to Act Like a Good Golf Instructor 

 
 
 
 
I won’t teach you a 
new swing, I’ll just 
tweak the swing you 
have 

 



Let’s Focus on Three Areas 

 

1. Presentation design 

 

2. PowerPoint tips 

 

3. Articulate Suite tips 



Let’s Talk about Presentation Design 

What’s important: 
– Know your personal presentation style 
– Play to your strengths  
– Practice makes better 



Most Scientists Could Improve 
Their Presentation Design Skills 

• Some of you may 
think design is CRAP 

• I prefer to think of it 
as: 
– Contrast 
– Repetition 
– Alignment 
– Proximity 
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Learn How to Identify, 
Deconstruct, and Rebuild 
Good Presentation Designs 



These Are a Few of My Favorite Presentation  
Design Resources 

• Slide:ology – Nancy Duarte 

• Presentation Zen – Garr Reynolds 

• Beyond Bullet Points – Cliff Atkinson 

• Eloquent Science – David Schultz 

• The Craft of Scientific Presentations – Michael Alley 

• E-Learning Heroes – Articulate Web Site 
 



Duarte’s Five Principles of  
an Effective Presentation 

1. Treat your audience as king 

 

2. Spread ideas and move people 

 

3. Help them see what you are 
saying 

 

4. Practice design, not decoration 

 

5. Cultivate healthy relationships 



How Can You Become More Efficient at Using 
Microsoft PowerPoint 

• Know: 
– Your audience & their needs 
– Yourself & your presenting strengths/limitations 



There Are 3 Types of PowerPoint Files:  
Know Which One You Need for the Job 

• Documents 
– 75+ words/slide 

 
 

• Teleprompters 
– ~50 words/slide 

 
 
 

• Presentations 
– Less words,  

more visuals 





Let Me Say One Last Word on PowerPoint 

Use your slide elements wisely: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Make them: 

Aa 
Background Color Text Images 

– Clear 
– Concise 

– Readable 
– Understandable 



How Can I Use Articulate Suite  
(or Use It Better) 

Articulate Studio includes: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Two things to discuss: 

1. WDTB’s lessons learned from using Presenter 
2. When to add Quizmaker & Engage 

Presenter Quizmaker Engage 



If I Could Only Tell You Four Things about 
Using Articulate Presenter, It Would Be… 

 

1. Shorter lessons really are better 

 

2. Use visual cues 

 

3. A little interactivity goes a long 
way 

 

4. Narration quality is really, really 
important 



Why Are Shorter Lesson Better? 

• People are busy 
• Easier to complete 
• More flexible to use 

 



Rain Snow 

From Moore and Miller (2008) 

Sunset Sunrise 

Adding visual cues can make 
complicated graphics easier 
to follow 



More Interaction Leads to Less Zzzzzzz 

You want this Not this 



Good Narration Won’t Save Your Lesson, But 
Bad Narration Will Kill It 

You don’t have to be great Just don’t be this bad 



Quizmaker & Engage:  For When You’re 
Ready to Kick Your Training Up a Notch 
 

Quizmaker: 
– More question options than LMS 
– Allows for branching 
– Customized question layouts 

 

Engage: 
– Easy way to add interactivity 
– Can spice up text heavy content 
– Stand alone web apps or integrated 

into lessons 



Future Questions about PowerPoint & 
Articulate Studio 

 

Feel free to contact me: 
– E-mail: Andrew.C.Wood@noaa.gov 
– Phone:  405-325-3005 
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