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Using WarnGen to Issue Follow-Up Statements 

Introduction 
 

This example picks up where “The Warning Process with Warngen” left off. 
This example covers issuing a severe weather statement to give customers 
updated information. If you are not comfortable using WarnGen, please 
review the above presentation. 
 
If you have not already done so, use WarnGen to issue a Tornado Warning 
before continuing through these steps. The following steps will update the 
warning with a specific storm report and call to action statements.   
 
The process to issue follow-ups using the WarnGen Interface: 

1. Choose Severe Weather Statement as the type of product. 
2. Choose the specific warning to update or follow-up. 
3. Modify the polygon, if necessary. 
4. Choose bulleted statements for the follow up. 
5. Edit the text and Send the statement. 

 
 

Choose Severe Weather Statement 
 

•  Under Product Type, choose Other. 
•  From the drop-down menu, choose Severe Weather Statement. 

 

Choose Specific Warning To Update 
 

•  After choosing to issue a Severe Weather Statement, another drop-
down menu should change to "FOLLOWUP". 

•  Choose the specific warning. 
 
The entries in the drop-down list have specific meanings: 
 
CON:  continue the warning 
COR:  correct the warning 
 
CAN:  cancel the warning 
EXP:  expire the warning 
 
The remaining part of the entries contain the VTEC (Valid Time Event Code) 
ETN (Event Tracking Number), which consists of the WFO (KABR), type of 
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warning (TO.W or SV.W for tornado and severe thunderstorm warnings, 
respectively), and the warning number.   
 
 

Modify the Polygon 
 

If necessary, modify the polygon. 
•  Right-click on a vertex to move or delete. 
•  You can make a polygon smaller in a follow-up statement, but not 
larger. 
 

 
When you shrink the size of a polygon in an Severe Weather Statement 
(SVS), WarnGen creates a segmented  product.  One segment is the 
cancellation and the other segment is the continuation, as shown in the 
following example: 
 
SEVERE WEATHER STATEMENT 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE ABERDEEN SD 
543 PM CDT THU AUG 24 2006 
 
SDC049-119-242253- 
/O.CAN.KABR.TO.W.0001.000000T0000Z-060824T2315Z/ 
SULLY SD-FAULK SD- 
543 PM CDT THU AUG 24 2006 
 
...THE TORNADO WARNING FOR SOUTHEASTERN FAULK AND EAST CENTRAL SULLY 
COUNTIES IS CANCELLED... 
 
LAT...LON 4461 9959 4484 9957 4488 9865 4462 9845 
      4462 9867 4455 9869 
TIME...MOT...LOC 2243Z 266DEG 30KT 4470 9972 
 
$$ 
 
SDC059-069-115-242315- 
/O.CON.KABR.TO.W.0001.000000T0000Z-060824T2315Z/ 
SPINK SD-HYDE SD-HAND SD- 
543 PM CDT THU AUG 24 2006 
 
...A TORNADO WARNING REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 615 PM CDT FOR NORTHERN 
HAND...NORTHERN HYDE AND SOUTHWESTERN SPINK COUNTIES... 
 

[rest of warning text deleted] 
 

Choose Bulleted Statements for the Follow-Up 
 

For this example, choose: 
•  Confirmed large tornado. 
•  Hail in addition to tornado. 
•  Do not use highway overpasses. 



 
Distance Learning Operations Course  WES Exercises for Topic 1 

 
Click the Create Text button. 
 

Edit the Statement Text 
 

•   Acknowledge the AWIPS communications identifiers by clicking the Enter 
button. 

•  Find the statement that specifies the hail size and change to golfball hail: 
 
IN ADDITION TO THE TORNADO...THIS STORM IS CAPABLE OF PRODUCING !**EDIT 
SIZE**! SIZE HAIL AND DESTRUCTIVE STRAIGHT LINE WINDS 
 
•  Inspect the remainder of the text. 
•  Sign the product. 
•  Send the statement. 
 

For More Practice 
 

For additional practice in issuing follow-up statements, use WarnGen to issue 
a Flash Flood Statement.  This statement will update the Flash Flood 
Warning you issued for Campbell and McPherson counties near the end of 
“The Warning Process with Warngen” presentation. 
 
In this statement, include a bullet to specify an amount of additional 
expected rainfall. 
 
 
To obtain credit for this exercise, write the keyword for this exercise in your 
Topic 1 student guide.  You will need this keyword for the Topic 1 post-test 
in the LMS  The keyword for this exercise is:  polygon 
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